Going Beyond Green

Are you ready to abandon making buildings
and to instead embrace the development of
built environments as integrated elements
of an ecosystem?

Sustainability in architecture has been around
and growing in prominence for many years. Our
focus has been on using less energy, producing
less carbon emissions, less pollution and wa-
ter consumption, all the while burning, emit-
ting, polluting and consuming nevertheless.

If the AIA Convention in San Antonio is any in-
dication, that tide is changing. Indications are
that a tipping point has been reached to shift
from a focus beyond con-
servation to a focus on
regeneration. Is the real
estate industry ready to
lead the charge to “save
the planet”? Maybe not
quite yet, but it seems
clear that the next gen-
eration of consumers of
real estate are.

Carl Meyer, FAIA

Firebrand ecologist Dr. David Suzuki, speak-
ing to thousands of design professionals at
the American Institute of Architects National
Convention in San Antonio last month talked
about this popular paradigm shift toward
ecology. Suzuki bemoans that “... we've el-
evated economics above ecology. We think
that only when the economy is healthy can
we spend a few bucks on saving the ecolo-
gy.... People are ready for change,” he noted.
“... they are sick and tired of political rhetoric
and posturing.”

Business seems to think that Suzuki is right.
Recently, investment bankers are compiling
large funds solely for investment in rigorously
defined green developments. Developers are
going for ever more precious levels of LEED
certification - silver and gold if not platinum.

Developers are going beyond “green wash-
ing” and becoming interested in the returns
on investments in the real thing. Global cli-
mate change is not just heating up the atmo-
sphere, it's heating up the economy.

Continued on page 2
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A NEW HEART FOR TROY

ne of Michigan's largest redevelopment projects, the $200M
0 Pavilions of Troy, will create a landscaped community town square

with boulevards lined with shops, theaters, restaurants, a fitness
center, hotel and residential units. The 43-acre project recalls elements
of Boston’s Faneuil Hall and the Reston Town Center in Virginia. It will
be a premier neighborhood community with a regional draw.

Rossetti Principal Carl F. Meyer was tapped to be part of a team that
is experienced in creating walkable, pedestrian-friendly mixed-use
civic destinations. Meyer, who combines his passion for the new ur-
banism with a pragmatic approach to creating compact, mixed-use
neighborhoods, explains “one of the exciting aspects of The Pavilions
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Going Beyond Green
Continued from page 1

At the AIA convention, Al Gore, in his inspiring,
tent-revival style presentation, proposed some
very practical tax and tax credit strategies to
begin to deal with global climate change and
the impacts thereon from and for the building
industry. Ecological experts from Canada and
South Africa spoke of ecological balance and
how to reclaim it as a practical matter. Some-
thing's happening here.

Here at Rossetti we have been pursuing sus-
tainable design strategies and the accredita-
tion of all of our principals and associates. Our
desire to “design green” comes at some cost of
construction and has, at times, produced re-
sistance from those responsible for the short
term ROI. Today, however, we can barely keep
up with the demands of our clients to LEED cer-
tify everything from stadia to shopping centers
and to be able to demonstrate to consumers of
those venues the sustainable, if not regenera-
tive qualities of those environments.

Today we are gearing up for the greater chal-
lenge of going beyond green. Our clients will
demand it. Our children will require it. Our leg-
acy as architects at an inflection point of critical
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importance for our society demands it, too. ®

Rossetti Principal Carl F. Meyer, FAIA was the Chair-
man of the 2007 AIA National Convention Organizing
Committee which developed the theme and the pro-
gram for the San Antonio event in May.

A New Heart for Troy
Continued from page 1

of Troy is the opportunity to revive the lost art
of place-making. We're creating a livable, acces-
sible community.”

President Matthew Rossetti adds “we will have
an immensely positive imprint on civic life in
Troy. Carl's creative retail concepts infuse the
traditional with the kind of fun and festivity
that will make The Pavilions a destination for
all to enjoy.”

Troy Mayor Louise Schilling notes the project
fits with the city’s vision to transform the Big
Beaver corridor from a traffic-dominated
highway to a mixed-use urban center.

Future phases call for a world-class hotel, of-
fice, and a variety of housing, including senior
lifestyle units.

Construction could begin in 2008 and the first
phase could open as early as the spring of
2010. @

The Pavilions of Troy
The plans create a festive elliptical promenade that lines both sides of the boulevards and
an open plaza which will feature a mulli-purpose event pavilion for concerts, ice skaling and
seasonal events.

Team: BlackRock, Owner; Richardson Development Group and Boorn Partners, Developers, Rossetti, Architect,
Pappageorge/ Haymes, Residential Architects, Design Workshop, Landscape, LSL Planning, Community Planning






